Message

From: Pero, Haley {Sanders) [Haley_Pero@sanders.senate.gov]

Sent: 8/19/2016 6:21:59 PM

To: Brown, Rudy [Brown.Rudy@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: EPA News: Local Youths Graduate with Environmental Skills at Lowell, Mass. Water Treatment Plant
Hi Rudy,

Is this program currently on hold {since 2007}, or has it restarted? lust curious if there are opportunities in VT,

Thanks,
Haley

From: US EPA, New England Regional Office [mailto:noreply-subscriptions@epa.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2016 12:09 PM

To: Pero, Haley (Sanders) <Haley Pero@sanders.senate.gov>

Subject: EPA News: Local Youths Graduate with Environmental Skills at Lowell, Mass. Water Treatment Plant

News Release

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
New England Regional Office

August 17, 2016

Contact: David Deegan, (617) 918-1017

Local Youths Graduate with Environmental Skills at Lowell, Mass. Water
Treatment Plant

BOSTON - EPA grant funding helped facilitate the opportunity for four area youths to learn professional
environmental protection technigues at the Lowell, Mass. Regional Wastewater Utility this summer. Using an EPA
grant of $5,000, the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission (NEIWPCC) oversees the
program.

Since 1990, EPA’s Youth and the Environment Program has focused on introducing economically disadvantaged
inner city youth to career opportunities in the environmental field. The program promotes environmental education
and provides high school students with increased awareness of protecting the environment and water quality within
their own communities. This is the 25th Anniversary for this summertime job skills program.

At the Lowell Regional Wastewater Utility this summer, four local high school students work at several “stations”
(e.g. laboratory, pretreatment, maintenance, process control, etc.) on a rotational basis so that they are exposed to
some of the many facets involved with the proper operation of a wastewater treatment plant on an everyday basis.

Students were also involved with developing a floating wetland system consisting of plants installed into a holding
tank of primary clarifier effluent. These students also participated in field trips related to science, water quality and
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wetland systems. The program has provided the students with an understanding of chemical risks, minimizing the
use of toxic substances, public health threats, and proper safety procedures working at a wastewater treatment
plant and within the collection system. Students become familiar with potential hazards as they relate to
environmental management, treatment and pumping, and water quality monitoring.

The first Youth and the Environment Program was initiated in 1990 and had been on-going for 18 continuous
summers through 2007. Due to funding cuts, it wasn’t until the summer of 2010 when EPA through NEIWPCC was
able to jump start the Lowell Regional Wastewater Utility Program after a two year hiatus. Most importantly, the
efforts of Mark Young, Executive Director of the Lowell Regional Wastewater Utility and his entire staff, City
Manager Kevin Murphy, and the staff at the Lowell Career Center have been unwavering as they continue to devote
a significant amount of time and effort to work with these students and support this valuable program.

“EPA is very gratified to work so closely for so long with NEIWPCC, the Lowell Regional Wastewater Utility and the
Career Center of Lowell to make this summer job program available for economically disadvantaged youth,” said
Curt Spalding, regional administrator of EPA’s New England office. “This innovative program helps introduce young
people to a possible career path that is also a great benefit to their local community.”

A ceremony recognizing the efforts of these people was held at the Lowell Regional Wastewater Utility in Lowell on
August 16.

#H#H#

Leam More about the Latest EPA News & Events in New England (hitps://'www.epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-region-1-new-
england)

Follow EPA New England on Twitter (hitp:/Awitter.com/epanewengland)

Connect with EPA New England on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/EPARegion?)

If you would rather not receive future communications from U.S. EPA, Region 1, let us know by clicking here.
U.S. EPA, Region 1, 5 Post Office Square, Suite 100, Boston, MA 02109-3912 United States
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